
6th SUNDAY OF EASTER

WE REMEMBER OUR DECEASED LOVED-ONES
Recently Deceased: Maureen Magee (mother of Fr 
Aelred Gerard OSCO), Patricia McAleavey (sister of 
Margaret Woods), Barney Burns, Seamus Hindman
Anniversaries: Sean Kelso, Robert Dunn jnr, Daniel 
Szczepanski, Mairead Hughes, Robert Dunn snr, Emily 
Smyth (Sun 10th May), Hugh Crilly (Sun 17th May), 

[PLEASE NOTE:  If you would like your loved-one’s 
name to be included in the Deceased Lists for Recently 
Deceased or Anniversary,  and mentioned in the Prayer 
of the Faithful, or a mass be celebrated,  please let Fr 
McCann know]

FEASTS THIS WEEK
Tue 12th: Sts Nereus and Achilles, martyrs; St Pancras, 
martyr
Wed 13th: Our Lady of Fatima
Thur 14th: St Matthias, apostle
Fri 15th:  St Carthage, bishop
Sat 16th:  St Brendan, abbot

St Anthony’s Music Ministry. Freely received, now 
freely give.  If God has blessed you with a musical skill, 
then St Anthony’s Music Ministry is the place for you!  
We are looking for musicians of all instruments to 
support our singing group.  Please contact our musical 
director Liam after mass.  

Communications Officer.  St Anthony’s Parish 
Pastoral Council is seeking to appoint a 
Communications Officer.  This is a unique opportunity 
for a young person to gain valuable experience in 
becoming the main media/community contact for St 
Anthony’s.  Duties will involve working closely with the 
Parish Priest on matters relating to the website and 
social media aspects of St Anthony’s.  Please contact Fr 
Henry after mass.

Annual Parish Census 2026. A count of attendance will 
take place at all masses this weekend Sunday 3rd May. 
The annual parish census captures valuable information 
about the numbers, ages, and gender of people 
attending Mass. This information helps the Diocese and 
parishes to identify pastoral priorities, make plans to 
address them, and provide support to our faith 
communities.
When you arrive at Mass, you will be given a small 
counter for yourself and for each person in your family 
group and will be asked to place the counters in baskets 
labelled according to age. There will be red counters for 
females and blue counters for males. The baskets will 
be labelled with age bands and the number of counters 
for each age band will be recorded after each Mass.
We look forward to seeing you at Mass next weekend 
and thank you for your patience and co-operation.

First Holy Communion.  Congratulations to 6 children 
of Primary 4 of Lough View Integrated Primary and 
Nursery School who received First Holy Communion on 
Saturday 9th May.
First Holy Communion for the Polish Community will 
take place on Sunday 31st May at 9am.

First Holy Communion for Harding Memorial Integrated 
Primary School will take place on Saturday 6th June at 
1pm

Belfast Jesuit Centre screening of Season 1 of The 
Chosen.  Friday mornings (May & June).  The Belfast 
Jesuit Centre will host weekly screenings of The Chosen 
(season 1) on Fridays at 10:45am, beginning 8th May.  
Tea/Coffee at 10:45.  Episode begins at 11am, followed 
by a short Examen and discussion.  Mass at 12:30pm 
for those wishing to remain.  All are welcome.  To 
register visit www.belfastjesuitcentre.co.uk or email 
bjc@jesuit.ie

Medical Missionaries of Mary visit.  The Medical 
Missionaries of Mary have been invited to visit us in 
Down and Connor this year.  Sr Mary Coffey will speak 
of their work, mainly in Africa and South America, and 
their mission to bring Christ’s healing love to those most 
in need. Originally they had planned to visit St Anthony’s 
the weekend of Sunday 10th May.  They have had to 
reconsider a more appropriate date and will confirm that 
in the near future.

Blessing of Graves:
Milltown Cemetery.  Blessing of the Graves at Milltown 
Cemetery will take place on Sunday, 10th May at 3:00 
pm.
City Cemetery.  Blessing of Graves will take place on 
Sunday 17th May at 3pm

Down & Connor Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lough 
Derg: 19th—21st June 2026.  Bishop Alan McGuckian 
SJ and Jim Deeds will lead the Three-Day Pilgrimage to 
Lough Derg, £100 incl. Transport & island admission. 
Contact Claire at 028 90690920, or email 
pathwaystothefuture@downandconnor.org. Also visit 
www.loughderg.org, for details of the 1 & 3 day retreats 
in the 2026 pilgrimage season.

Annual Novena To Our Mother Of Perpetual Help. In 
St Gerard’s church, 11th -19th May, with the theme of 
“Living Our Baptism”. For Mass times and information, 
please visit www.stgerardsparish.org.

All Ireland Rosary, Saturday 16 May 2026 4pm. You 
are invited to stand as a public witness of our faith. 
Simply gather friends and family and neighbours to pray 
the Rosary in a public square. You don't need a massive 
crowd to make an impact. As our Lord promised: "Where 
two or more are gathered in my name I am there among 
them." At St Oliver Plunkett Church Carpark, Glenveagh
Drive, Lenadoon, Belfast.

1-Day Retreat, Tobar Mhuire Retreat Centre, 
Crossgar, Sat. 6th June 2026 10.00 AM – 4.00 PM Let 
go, let God, “Surrender to Jesus”.  By Fr John Verghese.  
Tobar Mhuire, 16a Downpatrick Road, Crossgar, 
Downpatrick BT30 9EQ E: secretary@tobarmhuire.
com.Telephone 02844830242

Down and Connor Annual Diocesan Pilgrimage - 
Saul Sunday, 7th June.  Mass at 3pm.  Carparking at 
Saul GAC Club.  Celebrant Bishop Alan McGuckian SJ.  
All are welcome.

Students Sitting Examinations.  Many students 
are on study leave, to prepare to sitting their 
examinations.  Please keep these students in your 
prayers at this moment.

100th Anniversary of The Cregagh Branch of 
the Royal British Legion (RBL), founded on 16 
May 1926, is commemorating its 100th 
anniversary with a special celebration. We wish to 
engage with our community so to mark this 
milestone, a free family day will be held on 
Saturday, 16 May 2026. The event will take place 
in the grounds of the Met college, conveniently 
located beside the RBL building on Montgomery 
Road, Belfast. Free parking is available in the 
college grounds. • Free family fun day running 
from 11:15 to 14:00. • Live entertainment 
(family friendly) inside the RBL building from 14:00 
to 17:00.  Within the Met college grounds, there 
will be complimentary rides for children, face 
painting, a variety of children’s games, stalls, and 
much more to enjoy.  We extend a warm invitation 
to all parishioners, especially the pupils of St 
Joseph’s, to join us for this memorable occasion.  
A poster has been attached for display on the 
parish notice board, helping to spread the word 
and encourage participation in the centenary 
celebration.  See poster in porch.

Knock Pilgrimage to Pray for Peace in the Holy 
Land.  People from all over Ireland are invited to 
Knock Shrine on Saturday May 16, for a special 
pilgrimage to pray for peace in the Holy Land. The 
pilgrimage – organised by the papal charity Aid to the 
Church in Need – will be led by Bishop William Shomali 
from Bethlehem. Bishop Shomali will offer a message 
of hope at 11am and celebrate Mass at 3pm. All are 
welcome. More information at www.acnireland.org

Anam Cara, the organisation that supports 
bereaved parents, will hold its monthly Parent 
Support Evening on Monday 11th May at 7.30pm 
in the Crowne Plaza, Shaws Bridge, Belfast. This 
event is free and open to all bereaved parents 
regardless of the age your child died, the 
circumstances of their death, or how recent their 
death was. You do not need to register in advance.  
We also offer an online support group meeting. To 
find out more call 003531 4045378 or email 
info@anamcara.ie

Saint Patrick's Way Pilgrim Walk.  Walk in the 
footsteps of our Patron Saint in Downpatrick with 
guides: Martina Purdy and Elaine Kelly on Sat 6 
June and 8 August Mairead Sweeney on Sat 4 
July begin at Saint Patrick’s Centre with the 
fabulous 180° IMAX film of St Patrick, price 
includes entrance fees, internal bus transfers, 
pilgrimage lunch at the famous Saul Barn, plus a 
stamped Camino passport and a 6-mile 
pilgrimage walk finishing at Saint Patrick’s grave. 
Duration 9 am-3 pm, all for just £55. T o book, ring 
02844 619000 or go to the website:
www.saintpatrickcentre.com
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MASSES: 
Sunday Morning: 
(in Polish): 9am, & 6:30pm. 
(English Parish Mass): 11.30am
Weekdays: 
Mon, Tues & Thurs at 9.30am, Fri 7pm.   

All English Masses on Facebook. 
Polish Weekday Masses: 
Tues & Thurs 7pm, Sat 9am

Confessions: By Arrangement. 
Baptisms: By Appointment

St Bernadette’s SVP Conference. If you require 
assistance, please telephone SVP Regional Office at 
028 90351561. Donate locally at www.svpni.co.uk

Parish Collections
Many thanks for your support.  If you 
require envelopes, or if your address 
details have changed please contact 
Fr McCann. Dona Digital QR Code:

  Weekly  £415.40 
  Monthly  £117.50
  Missalettes  £2.93
Dona Digital  £30

  DONATE (website) £10
New Boxes of Envelopes are available for collection.  
If you would like a box please give details to Fr 
McCann.  It will be assumed that you consent to use of 
your details.  And you may fill in a gift-aid consent form 
in order that the parish can claim 20% back on your 
donations. NEW ENVELOPES BEGIN ON EASTER 
SUNDAY

Privacy Policy.  The Parish of St Anthony is part of the 
Diocese of Down and Connor and operates in 
accordance with the Diocesan Privacy Notice, copies of 
which are available on request.

Parish Safeguarding. Can you please ensure that all 
Children and Vulnerable Adults are accompanied at all 
times when entering the Sacristy / Toilet facilities. If 
you have any queries regarding the Safeguarding 
Policy please contact a member of the Parish 
Safeguarding Committee. Thanks. Fr Henry McCann 
PP.


